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This section of the book is about ñAussieò William Waugh 1808-1854  

It is the marriage of William to Francis Thorpe that gives the family the connection with John 

Oxley the Surveyor General of NSW.  

The term ñAussieò has been applied to his name and to ñAussieò Alexander Waugh 1814-1894 

was applied by Ron Main to differentiate them from so many others in the family history with 

names William and Alexander. These two members of the family are ones who came to 

Australia to give the many descendants whom this book is about. There is no suggestion and it 

should be made clear that the ñAussieò term was not associated with either of them in their life 

times. 
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 ñAussieò William Waugh 1808-1854  
 

          William was the eighth of nine children of Thomas Waugh 1750-1820 and Isabella 

Crosbie. 

The following description of William comes from his son, Thomasôs, granddaughter, Pat Grinter. 

The quote is from a talk given by Pat at The Waugh family reunion at Tenterfield in 1996. The 

full extent of the notes are in Appendix 2. 

 

 William was a remarkably well built man, nearly six feet tall and he was well known and 

respected by many in the community. He smoked a pipe. (As a child growing up at "Laretburn" I 

remember seeing a photo or painting of a very good looking man holding a pipe and his dog was 

beside him. It must have been William because Henry Waugh from Grafton told me his father, 

Gilbert Waugh wanted to have his photo taken with his dog because Gilbert's father and 

grandfather had done so.) William was a tenant farmer on land purchased by John Wighton at 

Nelsons Plains  in 1832. Many other Scottish settlers farmed in the area. William employed his 

own men and he grew wheat. On 2nd January 1854 he was stabbed by one of the men in his 

employ and although William lingered for three weeks he died from these wounds on Saturday 

21st January 1854 aged 46 years, leaving Frances and her five children aged from five to fifteen 

years to mourn him. William was buried in the Hinton Cemetery (now called the Hinton Pioneer 

Cemetery) on the 24th January 1854. Rev. Robert Blain conducted the funeral service. His estate 

was sworn at seven hundred pounds for Probate purposes, his last will having been signed on 

4th January 1854.  

 

 

ACCOUNT OF THE MURDER OF WILLIAM WAUGH 1808 -1854 
 

The following is an account of the murder of William Waugh as reported in the Newcastle 

newspapers in 1854. 

 

William Waugh was attacked near his 

property by one of the men in his employ on 

Monday 2nd January 1854. He died from 

those wounds on Saturday 21st January. 

 

From the Maitland Mercury: 

 

STABBING - SERIOUS INJURY TO 

MR WILLIAM WAUGH  - Saturday 

January 7th 1854. 
 

Many of our readers will hear with regret 

Mr William Waugh, of Nelson's Plains, now 

lies dangerously ill from the effects of stabs 

inflicted by John Blaney, a man in his 

employment as a farm labourer. It appears 

from the information that has reached us that 

on Monday last, the 2nd instant, Mr Waugh 

was anxious to have his wheat harvesting 

proceeded with and refused to permit 

Blaney to go to Raymond Terrace. Blaney, 

however, persisted in having a holiday and 

went. 

 

In the evening about eight o'clock Mr 

Waugh was proceeding with John Allen, 

another of his men, to visit a neighbouring 

family in distress, when they met Blaney 

returning and in a state of intoxication. 

 

Some unfriendly words passing, Blaney and 

Allen got into a quarrel and exchanged 

blows. Mr Waugh interfered, endeavouring 

to separate them, when Blaney turned on 

him and with a knife stabbed him twice in 

the region of the stomach and twice cut him 

severely under or on the knee. Mr Waugh 

was as soon as possible removed home and 

Dr Cadell sent for and that gentleman and 

Dr Brown have since been in daily 

attendance; but so dangerous a state did they 

find Mr Waugh in that they have interdicted 

any noise or quick movements, and the shirt 

that Mr Waugh had on at the time, covered 

with blood, had not been removed. 
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Mr Waugh's deposition has been taken by 

Mr Windeyer, Blaney being in custody; and 

yet it remains doubtful whether Mr Waugh 

will recover. 

 

In the midst of the distress occasioned by 

this unhappy occurrence, one gratifying 

testimony has been given of the high esteem 

in which Mr Waugh is held in his own 

neighbourhood; his neighbours have 

voluntarily come in from around and have 

completely finished and secured his wheat 

harvest. 

 

DEATH OF MR WAUGH  - Wednesday 

January 25th 1854 
 

On Saturday last, 21st January,  Mr Waugh 

died of his wounds after lingering since 2nd 

January. On Monday an inquest was held on 

the body by Mr Parker, when the jury 

returned a verdict of wilful murder against 

John Blaney and they found Charles Blaney, 

his son, guilty as an accessory. A report of 

the particulars given in evidence at the 

inquest shall appear in our next publication. 

 

THE MURDER OF MR WAUGH  - 28th 

January 1854 
 

On Monday last, the 23rd January, the 

Coroner, Mr Parker held an inquest on the 

body of Mr William Waugh of Nelson's 

Plains. The persons accused of causing his 

death, John Blaney and Charles Blaney, 

father and son, were present in custody. 

 

 Mr Waugh, who was a farmer, 46 years of 

age, a remarkably fine strong built man, 

nearly six feet high, has resided many years 

in this district and was well known and 

highly respected. Among other men in his 

employment during the recent harvest were 

John Blaney, Charles Blaney, John Allen 

and others. 

 

John Blaney, who, with his wife and family, 

arrived in the Colony some few months 

since as immigrants, appears to have always 

manifested an insubordinate spirit, was 

stating so in declaration after being 

wounded. Of Charles Blaney,  Mr Waugh 

always spoke highly. 

 

On the morning of Monday the 2nd January,  

Mr Waugh was very anxious to get his 

wheat harvest, safely carted and stacked 

during that day and learning that John 

Blaney intended going to the Raymond 

Terrace races he remonstrated with him and 

directed him not to leave the farm. Blaney 

was greatly excited in manner and used very 

impertinent language, calling him a liar and 

behaving in a manner that made  Mr Waugh 

think he wanted him to strike him.  Mr 

Waugh, however, refrained from doing so. 

Blaney, after vainly trying to induce his son 

Charles to leave work, left the farm and 

went to Raymond Terrace. There by the 

evening he had become under the influence 

of liquor and was abusive but was not 

intoxicated. 

 

A road leads in almost a straight line from  

Mr Waugh's house towards Raymond 

Terrace, having a shallow drain or water 

table on each side. Just off this road were 

the huts occupied by Blaney and Allen, 

Blaney's hut being 80 yards from  Mr 

Waugh's house and Allen's hut 240 yards 

from Blaney's and 320 yards from  Mr 

Waugh's. The other farm huts were scattered 

about the farm. 

 

A neighbouring family being in distress 

from a family loss, Mrs Waugh spent part of 

that day there and after eight o'clock in the 

evening  Mr Waugh and John Allen left  Mr 

Waugh's together to go to this neighbouring 

house. Previous to this,  Mr Waugh had 

been paying the harvest labourers, Mr Allen 

among them. 

About eight o'clock that evening John 

Blaney, accompanied by his little daughter, 

seven years old, called at Mrs Allen's and 

asked if her husband was in. When told that 

he and the other men had gone to  Mr 

Waugh's to settle for the wheat he said, after 

his daughter had a drink of water, 

"Goodnight, if I meet them I will call in to 

talk to them for I have had a glass too much 

today, so you may pin your door and go to 

bed". Blaney had always been friendly with 

her husband nor did she observe anything to 
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make her anxious. 

 

A few minutes after this John Blaney and 

his little girl met  Mr Waugh and Allen on 

the road, the spot being described as 100 

yards from Blaney's hut and therefore about 

140 yards from Allen's The night was 

closing in and rapidly becoming very dark, 

the moon being only two or three days old. 

Blaney called out to know where they were 

going, and Mr Waugh replying with a 

remonstrance in his leaving the wheat field 

to go to Raymond Terrace races, Blaney 

replied, "What have I to do with your wheat 

carting?" and he added "I understand,  Mr 

Waugh , you are going to summon me to 

court; I am able to meet you at court or at 

any other place you think proper, or now, 

big as you are, the pair of you". With these 

words Blaney struck Allen, who returned the 

blow and they fought.  Mr Waugh got 

between them trying to part them, and 

caught hold of Blaney to stop him striking 

Allen. 

 

Some obscurity seems to rest over the 

struggle that now took place, but Allen, in 

answer to a question from Blaney, stated 

that  Mr Waugh, while holding Blaney 

called out such words as "hit him, John". 

However that may be, Blaney was knocked 

down by Allen and he immediately called 

out to his son Charles to come to his 

assistance, using some such expression as 

"Waugh and Allen are murdering me" and 

he repeated some such statement as soon as 

his son Charles Blaney ran up. At the time 

Charles Blaney reached the spot, Blaney, 

Allen and Waugh were all struggling or 

scuffling together and Charles Blaney 

immediately, on hearing his father say 

"Waugh and Allen are pitching into me" 

seized hold of Allen and forcibly kept him 

apart from his father and  Mr Waugh. Two 

struggles were now proceeding; one 

between John Blaney and  Mr Waugh and 

the other between Charles Blaney and Allen; 

Charles Blaney throwing Allen and 

resolutely preventing him from joining the 

others, saying "Be quiet. If  Mr Waugh has 

been pitching into my father, let the old man 

have a fair play." He did not, however, strike 

Allen. A very short time had elapsed when  

Mr Waugh called out "John Allen and 

Charles Blaney come to me, for Blaney has 

stabbed me", and at the same time Blaney 

called his son "Charles, come away, that will 

do". 

 

Allen ran to  Mr Waugh and found him 

lying on his back, his head in the waterway, 

or drain by the road, and in answer to his 

enquiries,  Mr Waugh said he was a dead 

man. 

 

John Blaney was standing close by, but he 

said nothing and did nothing to assist  Mr 

Waugh up or to take him home; but after a 

direct appeal to Charles Blaney for help had 

been made by  Mr Waugh, Charles Blaney 

helped Allen raise him up, and to carry him 

home, and Charles Blaney subsequently 

went with another man, Lebbens Laybutt, 

for a Doctor, telling Laybutt, and also Mrs 

Allen, that Mr Waugh had been injured by 

falling on a stump in a scuffle. 

 

The above is Allen's account of the 

occurrence, Allen adding that he did not see  

Mr Waugh strike a blow. 

 

Mr Waugh, in his dying declaration, made 

on the 3rd January, in the presence of the 

prisoners, before Mr A. Windeyer JP thus 

related the matter after mentioning his 

meeting Blaney - "I spoke quietly with him 

(John Blaney) about leaving his work and he 

replied improperly that he was not afraid of 

me or anyone else. He struck Allen and 

Allen had a scuffle with him. I endeavoured 

to get between them. John Blaney called for 

his son Charles who immediately ran up and 

commenced an attack on Allen. At this 

period I received the stabs. I was not aware 

that Charles Blaney was near; he was 

engaged scuffling with Allen. My first 

knowledge of the injury was feeling the 

blood trickling from me, and here I lost 

consciousness of all that passed after." 

 

 

 

 Mr Waugh, being much exhausted, some 

particulars previously mentioned by him in 
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conversation were not then committed to 

writing but the next day the following 

addition was made to his dying declaration, 

again before Mr Windeyer: "I am conscious 

it was a planned thing. In the morning he 

behaved badly, while I and the men were 

making the 

floor of the 

stack; did all 

he could to 

provoke me; 

even called 

me a liar; 

and skipped 

about like a 

mountebank, 

in great 

excitement. 

And in the 

evening, he 

commenced 

on John 

Allen to gain 

his 

opportunity 

of injuring 

me. It was a 

scuffle, I 

though 

nothing of 

him and 

could have 

knocked the 

heads off half 

a dozen like 

him together, 

but I had no 

thought of a 

weapon". 

 

In answer to 

questions 

from Mr 

Windeyer,  

Mr Waugh 

replied that 

he did not 

strike Blaney on either occasion, but that in 

the evening he might have pushed him to 

separate him from Allen. And that he did not 

know who struck first, Allen or Blaney. 

 

The prisoners themselves, when asked for 

their defence, said  Mr Waugh struck the 

first blow, and John Blaney called the only 

other witness of the occurrence, his little 

daughter who proved to be not capable of 

being sworn but who said she saw John 

Allen take off 

his cap and 

knock her 

father down 

with it and 

his hand, who 

then ran 

home crying 

to her 

mother. 

 

After  Mr 

Waugh was 

taken home, 

Mrs Waugh 

was sent for 

and Dr 

Cadell. Every 

endeavour 

was made to 

save his life 

but after 

lingering for 

three weeks 

he died on 

Saturday 

night last. 

 

 

On making a 

post mortem 

examination 

Dr Cadell 

found three 

incised 

wounds; the 

highest and 

fatal one had 

penetrated 

into the 

cavity of the 

chest, entering on the right of the 

breastbone which was slightly broken; the 

right lung was half collapsed but its 

substance healthy, and Dr Cadell had 

considered from the symptoms during life 

Williamôs Grave at Hinton Pioneer Cemetery 

Nelsons Plains, near Newcastle. 
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that the lung had been penetrated. This 

wound was three quarters of an inch long on 

the left side near the region of the stomach 

penetrating two inches but not into the 

cavity of the abdomen. All the other 

important organs were healthy as was also 

the brain. 

 

The first wound was the cause of death, and 

it, and the other wounds, were according to 

Dr Cadell's belief, inflicted by a narrow 

knife or other cutting instrument. 

 

When apprehended in their hut early on the 

morning of the 3rd January, a small knife 

was found in Charles Blaney's pocket, but 

none on John Blaney. Some blood was 

subsequently found on John Blaney's shirt. 

 

The jury returned the following verdict: 

"We find John Blaney guilty of wilful 

murder, and we find his son Charles Blaney 

guilty as an accessory". 

They were both committed by the Coroner 

for trial. 

 

MAITLAND CRIMINAL COURT  - 

Saturday February 25th 1854 
Before his Honour Mr Justice Dickinson. 

 

John Blaney and Charles Blaney were 

indicted for the murder of William Waugh at 

Nelson's Plains of the 2nd January 1854. 

Having heard the evidence of John Allen, a 

tenant of the late  Mr Waugh and after his 

Honour's direction, the jury immediately 

acquitted and discharged Charles Blaney, 

aged eighteen years, son of John Blaney. 

The evidence given was similar to that at the 

inquest and is recorded at length in the 

newspaper. In examination, John Allen 

admitted that he had two or three rums with  

Mr Waugh about 4 o'clock in the afternoon 

before proceeding with the harvest. When 

they left home about 8 pm to go to a 

neighbouring farm Mr Waugh was carrying 

only his pipe, having called at Blaney's hut 

for a light. He did not have a knife. This was 

confirmed by Mrs Blaney. 

 

Evidence was taken from others including 

Mr A. Windeyer, Dr Cadell, Frances Waugh 

and the prisoner John Blaney. Robert 

Thomson, farmer, said he had known the 

prisoner, John Blaney, some twenty years in 

Ireland, and spoke of his good character. 

His Honour directed the jury at length. 

The jury returned for a few minutes and 

returned a verdict of guilty of manslaughter. 

John Blaney was sentenced to three years 

imprisonment in Maitland Gaol. 
(The above obtained from the microfilm files of the 

Maitland Mercury dated January 28th, 1854, copied 

in December 1971 by Dr Ian Waugh  

 
William Waugh and Frances Thorpe : The John Oxley Connection 
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